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ETI BioInformatics –located in Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands, is an NGO established in 1990 by 
the Dutch Government and UNESCO to assist 
the taxonomic community in achieving 
worldwide access to quality biodiversity 
information for scientific, educational and other 
purposes. 

1990…wait, that makes…

20 Years ETI!
(next week)
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ETI=
ETI = Expert Center for Taxonomic Identification,
one of five Expert Centers founded in The Netherlands

Linnaeus II species data management software
-Builder (in use by1,600 taxonomist users)
-RunTime (112 CD-ROMS and DVD-ROMS published)
-WebPublisher (> 20 scientific and commercials sites)
-K2N Mobile (since 2008)
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The Information Division maintains contacts with a 
global network of ETI partners having taxonomic expertise 
in a broad range of areas, creates and publishes quality 
taxonomic information in easy to use and innovative 
software productions like Linnaeus II, mobile identification 
keys and 3D systems.
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• The Informatics Division designs, develops, implements 
and hosts national and international ICT services and ICT 
solutions to support the accessibility and interoperability of 
digital scientific and educational information. 

• Biodiversity Portals (aggregated biodiversity information 
from distributed sources with GIS, reporting, validation 
and analysis tools)

• Interoperability of scientific biological information and 
connection to data networks

• Conversion, standardization and validation of Biological 
data, conversion and integration tools

• CMS and community-driven websites for biodiversity 
projects, organizations and groups 
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GBIF Nodes

Information 
Division 

Informatics 
Division

NCD Toolkit 
Checklist  Provider Tool
Pywrapper manual

Species information
Multimedia (>200,000 files)
Identification  Keys

Biodiversity Data Portals
Drupal CMS Website
Conversion tools
NCD Collected
Mentoring
Training3 proposals in 

consideration by GBIF

GBIF Network

GBIF Secretariat
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Drupal…
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Drupal…
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Drupal…
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(Drupal) 
Nodes 

Portal Toolkit

NCD Collected

Linnaeus NG

NLBIF Website

BioPortals

+OAI-PMH

Mobile Apps

Metadata

Species data

Flex

Drupal Team development, multilingual site

Asynchronous integration 
of heterogeneous data, caching

Mobile interfaces
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Is Drupal the right tool for NPT?

• Suitable for Scratchpads = suitable for NPT?
• Developers not always like developing in Drupal
• Maintainablility and deployment issues
• Scalable enough? 
• Collaborative development difficult
• A Drupal module is not a ‘component’
• Packaging: installation profiles not mature
• Multilingual capabilities: with issues
• Webservices support: under construction
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