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What is GBIF? 

The main goal of GBIF is to provide free and open online 
access to global biodiversity data for scientific research, 
conservation and sustainable development. 

GBIF is the biggest biodiversity database on the Internet. 

What is the role of training in GBIF? 

Training and capacity enhancement activities in general have a 
preponderant role in GBIF in order to make the most of this 
biodiversity data available. In this way, people working with 
biodiversity data can carry out their work in the most 
effective, self-sustained and stable way possible. 



What is the thematic scope of this training? 

The thematic scope of this training ranges through the complete 
data management cycle (from capture and digitization to analysis 
and use), software use, the building of biodiversity information 
facilities, the management of knowledge networks and much more. 
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Node staff as 
instructors but 

also guest 
teachers 

TRAINING IN GBIF SPAIN: EXPERIENCE 

Annual training 
plans (8-10 

workshops per 
year) 

Workshops 
since the node 
was established 

(in 2003) 

http://www.gbif.es/Plan_formacion_in.php 



More successful 
workshops: 

Ecological Niche Modelling 
Data recording 

Data quality 

TRAINING IN GBIF SPAIN: STATISTICS 

150 
workshops carried out since 

2003 

1800 people trained 

30 teachers 

16 
participants’ nationalities  



www.gbif.org 
www.gbif.es  

TRAINING IN GBIF SPAIN: TOPICS COVERED 
 

A.Data recording and digitizing tools 
i. Workshop on Data Recording for Technicians in Natural History 

Collections 
ii. Workshop on Biodiversity Collections Management using Elysia 
iii. Workshop on data capture with mobile devices and management (B-

VegAna: ZamiaDroid and Fagus modules) 
iv. Workshop on Biodiversity Databases’ Migration  
v. Workshop on Babilonia 
vi. Workshops around Citizen Science Platform: Natusfera 

B.Data quality 
i. Data Quality in biodiversity databases Workshop 

C. Data access  
i. Functionalities of the Spanish data portal and its integration in 

corporative webs  
ii. Working with the web services of the GBIF.ES Data Portal 
iii. Workshop to show the functionalities of the GBIF International portal 



www.gbif.org 
www.gbif.es  

TRAINING IN GBIF SPAIN: TOPICS COVERED 
 

D. Data publishing 
i. Workshop on Biodiversity data publishing and data papers 
ii. Workshop on Publication of Species Information 
iii. Workshop on Using, Managing and Publishing Biodiversity and Natural 

Heritage Data  
iv. Workshop on Biodiversity Databases and GenBank 
v. Workshop on Sensitive Data Management  

E. Tools available to analyze and exploit data 
i. Workshop on Using QGIS and CARTO to work with biodiversity records 
ii. Ecological Niche Modelling Workshop using R and Maxent 
iii. Workshop on Georeferencing Natural History Specimens using 

GEOLOCATE 
iv. Workshop on Tools for Cybertaxonomy 
v. Workshop about Digital Image for Biodiversity Studies 

F. International workshops 
i. Customization of the Atlas Of Living Australia (ALA) 
ii. Persistent identifiers 
iii. Georreferencing 



Nature at your fingertips 

Workshops around Citizen Science Platform: 
Natusfera NEW 

http://natusfera.gbif.es/ 



#tallermodelos2017 
http://www.gbif.es/formaciondetalles.php?IDForm=156 



#introQGISyCARTO 
http://www.gbif.es/formaciondetalles.php?IDForm=158 



Workshops around the GBIF.ES Data Portal: http://datos.gbif.es/ 
 

http://www.gbif.es/formaciondetalles.php?IDForm=154 

http://www.gbif.es/formaciondetalles.php?IDForm=148 
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TRAINING IN GBIF SPAIN: STAKEHOLDERS 

GBIF Community: 
• Data providers 
• Data users 

 

• Scientists 
• Environmental managers 
• Curators / Technicians 

working in natural history 
collections management 



1. Open call two months before the 
workshop 

2. Publishing the call in our communication 
channels and spread the call in 
distribution lists and specialized media 

3. Application period opened during a 
month 

4. Online submissions (Google forms) 

5. Selection process 

6. Personal data collected from applicants 
are stored in our database 

7. Evaluation form after workshops 

8. Diploma 

9. All free but since last year some 
workshops have a fee.  

TRAINING IN GBIF SPAIN: METHODOLOGY 



TRAINING IN GBIF SPAIN: METHODOLOGY 



TRAINING IN GBIF SPAIN: FACILITIES 

Computing room 

Max. of 24 participants 

25 PC’s with Internet access 

Video recording and broadcast service 

Shared folder  

Electronic blackboard 



We make available: 

– Presentations 

– Exercises 

– Video sessions 

TRAINING IN GBIF SPAIN: RESOURCES 

Videos: 
• At Cienciatk-CSIC 

http://www.cienciatk.csic.es/documen
tos_por_coleccion/videos/Proyecto+G
BIF/  

• Broadcasting the most successful 
workshops 

http://www.cienciatk.csic.es/documentos_por_coleccion/videos/Proyecto+GBIF/
http://www.cienciatk.csic.es/documentos_por_coleccion/videos/Proyecto+GBIF/
http://www.cienciatk.csic.es/documentos_por_coleccion/videos/Proyecto+GBIF/


– Working since 2010 

– Current system: ATutor 

– Around 200 students 

– Mainly from Latin-American 

– Also Portuguese speaking 

– Some problems: abandon, lack of implication, not 
large community 

– Not all topics, only those courses that can be adapted 

– Repository of contents always available 

– Working on a new e-learning platform, more fresh and 
wider used, larger community 

– http://elearning.gbif.es/login.php 

TRAINING IN GBIF SPAIN: E-LEARNING 

http://elearning.gbif.es/login.php




GBIF linked to universities 
– Learn the use of data portal and GBIF goals 
– Biology degrees 
– Master in Tropical Biodiversity (RJB) and Protected Natural 

Areas Management (UAM) 
– We partner with some Spanish universities to offer credit-

eligible courses. 

International collaboration 
GBIF.ES staff participates in workshops abroad within the GBIF 
community. E.g. 

• SiB Colombia 
• GBIF Secretariat trainings (BID) 
• I3B , PIIB: CYTED Latin-American networks 
• Mentoring GBIF Nodes of PT-FR-SP 

TRAINING IN GBIF SPAIN: OTHER 
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GBIF CESP 2016 Regional training on agrobiodiversity using biodiversity information 

Thank you 


